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into Arabic, at Baghdad.    Another translation was
made in the reign of Shah Jahan.1

Akbar.

Two hundred years more bring us to the reign
of Akbar (1556-1605). A more extraordinary man
never sat on the throne of India.2 Brought up as a
Mohammedan, he discarded the religion of the Pro-
phet as superstitious,3 and then devoted himself to
a search after the true religion. He called Brah-
inans arid fire-worshippers to his court, and ordered
them to discuss in his presence the merits of their
religions with the Mohammedan doctors. When he
hoard of the Jesuits at Goa, he invited them to his
capital, arid he was lor many years looked upon as
a secret convert to Christianity, He was, however, a
rationalist and deist, and, as he declared himself,
never believed anything that he could not understand.
The religion which ho founded, the so-called Ilahi
religion, was pure Deism, mixed up with the worship
of the sim 4 as the purest and highest emblem of the
Deity. Though Akbar himself could neither read
nor write,5 his court was the home of literary men
of all persuasions. Whatever book, in any language,
promised to throw light on the problems nearest
to the emperor's heart, he ordered to be translated
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